
It is hard to believe that the 

start of the winter activity 

season is almost here and 

that the end of the first se-

mester is less than three 

weeks away.  I want to take 

this opportunity to recognize 

Jerry Petracek on attaining 

NASB (National Association of 

School Boards) Level 4 award 

status and Bob Sykes on at-

taining NASB Level 7 status.  

NASB members are awarded 

points for their participation in 

local, area, state and national 

meetings and activities.  Dur-

ing the presentations it was 

stated that only 1% of NASB 

members ever attain Level 4 

or higher.  Congratulations to 

Jerry and Bob.   

During November, 5 Board 

members were able to attend 

at least one day of the NASB 

State Convention.  Members 

attended keynote presenta-

tions and workshop breakout 

sessions in Areas of Boards-

manship, Legislation Manage-

ment, Finance and School 

Law to name a few.  There 

were also opportunities  to 

meet Board members from 

other schools 

and discuss challenges and 

share ideas.  Many Board 

members feel this is one of 

the best parts of the Confer-

ence.  If I had to select items 

that I feel are most important 

to the growth of the school 

board and the school they 

would be the local planning 

and goal setting retreat and 

the NASB State convention.   

The Board and I are currently 

planning the annual Board 

Retreat.  Two major items that 

will be discussed include the 

teacher and administrator 

performance frameworks the 

Nebraska Department of Edu-

cation has developed.  We 

want to focus on our current 

process and make changes to 

align with the new guide.  We 

will also take time to create 

priority goals for the Board 

and administration to work on 

in 2012 and beyond.   

We recently installed appli-

ances in our Life Skills room 

and students have counted 

change and made money, 

baked pies, washed, dried 

and ironed shirts, just to 

name a few activities.  This 

past week the students deco-

rated the classroom and pre-

pared salad, pies, turkey, 

green beans, òrealó mashed 

potatoes and gravy and 

hosted a Thanksgiving dinner.  

I was invited and the room 

looked great, unfortunately, I 

was called away to a meeting.  

They did save me a plate and 

the food was awesome.  

òThank youó and òGreat Jobó 

to the SPED staff, particularly 

Mrs. Janda and Mrs. Downs 

and a big High Five to all of 

the students who had a hand 

in this task.   

President Obama has di-

rected schools to prepare 

students who are òcollege 

and career readyó.  I believe 

the addition of the Life Skills 

area is a great step in making 

our students òLife Readyó.   

As the end of the semester 

comes, I want to wish all of 

you the best during this holi-

day season. 

 

From the Super ð Mr. Collins  

Cookie Dough for Sale  
Are you doing some Christ-

mas baking or have to take 

some cookies for a Christ-

mas party?  The Friends of 

Music still has several tubs 

of cookie dough that they 

would love to sell you to 

help you out.   

 

The price is:   

$15.00 per tub or 

2 tubs for $25.00 

 

If you would like to help us 

out (or let us help you out), 

please contact Mr. Hansen 

or Mrs. Vrbka at 402-821-

2508 or  

ehansen@esu6.org or 

jvrbka@esu6.org 
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Closing school during adverse 

weather conditions is never an 

easy decision.  All we can promise 

is to give our very best effort.  We 

make every effort to make the 

following contacts when we are 

going to close school.    

As a parent, you can make the 

decision to keep your child home 

or come to school and get your 

child whenever adverse weather 

conditions exist.   

 

KOLN-KGIN TV  in Lincolnð CBS 

KLKN TV   in Lincolnð ABC 

KFAB 1100 AM  in Omaha 

KWBE 1450 AM  in Beatrice 

KZKX (96KX) 96.9 FM in Lincoln 

 

And also our Alert Now System.  If you are not signed up for it, 

please sign up. 

AlertNow Online Form 

 
 

Stay informed with AlertNow.  WCPS 

messaging system can call, email, 

and/or text important information to 

you.  Simply go to www.wilber-

clatonia.org and click on the Alert-

Now link on the right hand side, fill 

out the online form and either print 

or email it to us.  Itõs that easy!  Be 

sure to update your information 

when ever you have a change of 

phone numbers or email. 

December 2011  
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Congratulations to Savanna Kiesel for 

making the Concordia University 

Honor Choir.  She performed Novem-

ber 4, 2011 in the Waltz Human Per-

formance Complex on the Concordia 

University Campus at 7:00 p.m. with 

91 other students from Nebraska, 

California, Texas, Missouri, Michigan, 

Iowa, Kansas, and New England.   

Congratulations also go out to the 

Emerald and Gold Singers for getting 

first place in the Class C competition 

at the Peru State College Show Choir 

Festival.  The students competed 

against four other schools in Class C, 

HTRS, Grand Island Central Catholic, 

Thayer Central, and Southern.  The 

competition was held October 25 and 

26, 2011.   

Congratulations to the following 4th 

and 5th graders who made the 1st 

Childrenõs Nebraska All-State:  Kon-

ner Kiesel, son of Kurt and Sandee 

Kiesel; Jillian Hansen, daughter of 

Eric and Amy Hansen; Seth Vlasak, 

son of Roger and Diane Vlasak; Sarah 

Koca, daughter of Kevin and Kim 

Koca; and alternate, Karlie Cerveny, 

daughter of Tim and Jean Cerveny.  

The students worked with John 

Jacobsen, all day on November 17th, 

2011 and had a performance in the 

Lied Center at 4:00 p.m. 

Salad, $6.00; Super Na-

chos, $6.00; Chips N 

Cheese, $2.00; Dessert 

Bar (Brownie or Rice 

Krispie Treat), $1.00; 

Drink (Lemonade, Coffee, 

Hot Chocolate, Iced Tea), 

The Friends of Music will 

be having their Taco Bar  

on Friday, January 6th.  

This will be during the 

Wrestling WC Duals.   

The menu will consist of:  

Soft Taco for $6.00; Taco 

.75; and the Meal Deal 

(Taco Salad, Soft Taco, OR 

Super Nachos, a dessert 

bar and a drink) for $7.00.  
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YOU CAN BE SANTAõS HELPER!! 

Music Notes  

Coming in January  

opportunity to help classrooms 

throughout the school, receive 

items they would like by picking 

an ornament off the tree, buy-

ing the item listed, and return-

ing them to the school.  The 

presents will be gathered and 

delivered to the classrooms the 

last day of the semester. 

Help Us Spread Holiday Cheer! Starting Monday, November 

22nd, the 8th Grade Character 

Education class is sponsoring 

an Angel Tree that is placed 

outside the high school gym 

until Wednesday, December 

20th.  The Angel Tree is deco-

rated with ornaments stating a 

Christmas wish from various K-

12 classrooms.  You have the 



Seniors are Approaching a Very Busy Time 

The importance and frequency of deadlines for seniors who are 

attending postsecondary institutions are numerous. It is impor-

tant that timelines be adhered to in order to maintain a stu-

dentôs eligibility for specific programs and scholarships. If 

applications to the institutions of choice have not been made, 

they should be done soon after the first of the year so that deci-

sions about final selection can be made once the financial aid 

packet from each institution is presented. Schools now have the 

application process on-line. After students have applied they 

need to see either Mr. Finley or Mrs. Helgren to request a tran-

script be sent. 

Local and Foundation Scholarships 
In early January, seniors will be given local and foundation 

scholarship information in their English 12 class. Each senior 

will receive a packet containing complete information about 

each scholarship that your student may 

apply for if eligible. At that time the ap-

plication process will be described in full. 

Due to the number of foundation scholar-

ships and students applying, the founda-

tion board has developed an application 

form rather than the customary cover 

letter and resume. When applying for 

foundation scholarships that require veri-

fication of financial need as a criterion, a 

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) will need 

to be completed and a SAR (Student Aid Report) will need to 

be attached to that application as proof of the studentôs level of 

financial need. In order to meet the scholarship deadline of 

March 21, 2012, a FAFSA will need to be completed and sub-

mitted as early as possible in order for the SAR to be returned 

to the student before the deadline.    

Financial Aid Information  
 The annual Financial Aid Planning Program was held on No-

vember 7, 2011. If you were unable to at-

tend, please have your student stop by the 

counseling office to pick up the information 

which was distributed on that night. The 

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Stu-

dent Aid) can be found at the following 

website: www.fafsa.ed.gov. The federal 

financial aid process can begin after Janu-

ary 1, 2012. Before January 1, students and parents can request 

a PIN number for your electronic filing of the FAFSA. Both 

student and parents will need a PIN number and the website for 

selecting the PIN is www.pin.ed.gov. The PIN will be the stu-

dentôs and parentôs signature for electronic FAFSA filing dur-

ing all the years your student is in college. 

 

If you canôt make it to a Financial Aid Program, plan to partici-

pate in one of several free webinars on ñHow to Complete the 

FAFSA.ò You will learn the basics of financial aid and how to 

complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA). Webinars are scheduled for: 

$ Wednesday, November 30 - 7:00 pm (CT)                  Reg-

istration link: http://goo.gl/8iDqE 

 

$ Wednesday, December 14 - 7:00 pm (CT)                  Reg-

istration link: http://goo.gl/KFBeO 

 

$ Monday, January 9 - 7:00 pm (CT)                              

Registration link:  http://goo.gl/1lthi 

 

$ Wednesday, January 11 - 7:00 pm (CT)                      Reg-

istration link:  http://goo.gl/97LtJ 

 

To sign in, go to the link on your desired date. The pass-

word is Presentation. 

 

More financial aid information and help to complete the 

FAFSA form can be found at the EducationQuest website: 

www.educationquest.org. At this site you will find a FAFSA 

checklist, FAFSA tutorial and financial aid videos, and pod-

cast. You may contact EducationQuest to set up an appoint-

ment and they will complete the FAFSA for you. They are 

located at 1300 ñOò Street,  Lincoln or call 1-800-303-3745.  

 

 

 

From the Counselorõs Desk 
 

Wade  Finley                                                                    7-12 Counselor 



College Funding Estimator 

Another useful tool for senior students and their 

parents is the College Funding Estimator which 

is located on the  EducationQuest website 

www.educationquest.org. As a college bound sen-

ior, you will soon complete and submit the 

FAFSA. College will use your FAFSA results to 

determine how much they will award you in finan-

cial aid. To estimate your FAFSA results, use the 

College Funding Estimator. The program will ask for income 

tax information. You may use either 2010 or 2011 tax informa-

tion. 

 

Another tool that senior students will find helpful is the Activi-

ties Resume which is also found on the EducationQuest web-

site www.educationquest.com. This easy-to-use tool is a great 

way to track your part time jobs, volunteer work, school activi-

ties, honors and awards. By inputting your information on the 

Activities Resume it is readily available for scholarships and 

college applications. 

 

NEBRASKA STATE 

COLLEGES OFFER 

FULL TUITION     

SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Nebraska State College 

Board of Trustees offers 

various scholarships 

through each college: 

Chadron, Peru or Wayne State. Three scholarships are offered 

through the Nebraska State College System office. They in-

clude: 

Board of Trusteesô Scholarship provides full-tuition scholar-

ships for Nebraska high school graduates who score a 25 or 

above on the ACT or 1700 on the SAT and plan to attend col-

lege the following fall. The renewable scholarships will be 

awarded for the 2012-13 academic year and represent more 

than a $15,400 financial award when renewed over four years. 

Deadline: January 15, 2012. 

Governorôs Opportunity Award provides half of the tuition 

costs for Nebraska high school graduates who score between 

21 and 24 on the ACT or between 1500 and 1650 on the SAT 

and plan to attend college the following fall. The renewable 

scholarships will be awarded for the 2012-13 academic year 

and represent more than a $7,700 financial award when re-

newed over four years. Deadline: December 1, 2011 

Davis-Chambers Freshman Scholarship provides up to 

$2,000 financial assistance annually to academically promising  

Nebraska high school graduates who have a 3.0 grade point 

average and meet additional requirements. Deadline: Febru-

ary 1, 2012                                       These scholarship appli-

cations can be found at www.nscs.edu/scholarship.htm. 

 

Sophomores Will Review       Results of PLAN 

Test 

The sophomores took the PLAN test on No-

vember 9, 2011. Their results will be avail-

able for interpretation during December. The 

results indicate how the student will perform 

In English, Mathematics, Reading and Sci-

ence reasoning as does the ACT. The PLAN 

indicates a projected score for the student on 

the ACT. The PLAN also includes an interest 

inventory which is used to begin some career 

exploration for each student. The interest inventory indicates 

career areas for which the student might be suited. Those par-

ticular careers or career groups, can then be explored to deter-

mine if these are areas in which the student would enjoy work-

ing.  

 

Eighth Grade Will Review      Results of Explore 

The eighth grade took the EXPLORE assessment for the first 

time in October. The results are now avail-

able and will be interpreted for the students 

during December. The results provide a per-

formance indicator in the four areas of Eng-

lish, Mathematics, Reading and Science 

much as the ACT does for juniors and sen-

iors. The students also completed an exten-

sive interest inventory from the EXPLORE which will provide 

them with an indicator of careers in which their interests might 

be suited. This information is used to complete career explora-

tion activities to investigate careers and connected college and 

training programs. This information will be used to assist the 

student in making wise course selections for high school and 

planning for post high school activities. The results will be 

compared to the results from the PLAN assessment that will be 

taken as a sophomore and later with the ACT assessment 

should the student choose to take it. 
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